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WELCOME TO THE RIVER – 2024 (24’) 

The protagonist manages to escape from the captivity of trafficking through her own inner journey 
that goes from the rediscovery and valorization of her origins, in their positive aspects, 
remembering the struggle of her parents in Nigeria against a corrupt political system, to the 
emergence of fragments of childhood, of a child self who has been orphaned, immersed in a 
generous nature rich in symbols such as the African mask from which she is inseparable. The aim 
of the film is to translate into a poetic language the story of suffering, linked to the condition of 
subjugation of the young woman, who with the understanding and affection of a welcoming 
environment and with psychotherapy through sand play finally manages to regain freedom and 
dignity, to re-establish her rebirth in the host country. Welcome to the River was granted 
patronage by Amnesty International Italy with the following motivation: “The story of the girl’s 
journey is very intense and it is beautiful that she was not portrayed as a passive subject “to be 
helped” but as a person who becomes aware of herself, rediscovers her roots and frees herself, 
with deep and difficult work”. 

Written and directed by Barbara Massimilla 
Assistant director Angelo Urbano 
Director of photography Carlo Sgambato 
Editing Silvia Di Domenico 
Assistant camera operators Tommaso Perrone, Nicola Del Gaiso 
Assistant camera operator Laura Iannelli 
Sound design Alessandro Salvatori 
Sound engineers Tommaso Ometto, Davide Pesola 
Assistant sound engineer Alessio Corda 
Colorist Daniele Massa 
Scene photographer Maria Grazia Granati 
Make-up artist Alessandra Benato 
Hairdresser Manuel Ladevaia 
Subtitles Beth Blosser 
Supplier CFA SRLS 
 
 



 
CAST: 
Aisha Fulfilment Okocha 
Senegalese percussionist Ismaila Mbaye 
Nigerian madam Gladys Omomoro Stephen 
Psychoanalyst Leonardo Albrigo 
Clochard Jacob Olesen 
Woman of S. Domingo Francis Irene Nunez Dionicio 
Malian refugee Mamadou Dembele 
Trafficker Samba Sangare 
Trafficker Luca Cianflone 
Friend of Aisha Emma Johanna Elisabeth Wedahl 
 

The short film will participate in several festivals, including the women's festival SGUARDI ALTROVE 
Women's International Film Festival, which will take place in Milan, from 19 to 29 March 2025. 
 

Project’s Website  

https://www.artemi-project.eu/ 

 
Partners  

- Associazione DUN - Onlus 
- Associacao recreativa, cultural e social de Silveirinhos 
- Storie di mondi possibili  
- Mobilizing Expertise AB 
- Dafni Kentro Epaggelmatikis Katartisis 

 
Disclaimer  

Funded by the European Union. Views and opinions expressed are 
however those of the author(s) only and do not necessarily reflect 
those of the European Union or the European Education and 
Culture Executive Agency (EACEA). Neither the European Union 
nor EACEA can be held responsible for them.  

 
 

http://www.dunonlus.com/
https://www.facebook.com/associacaosocialdesilveirinhos
https://storiedimondipossibili.it/
https://mexpert.se/
https://kekdafni.gr/

